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Directions: Read the passage "Sharks." Then answer the questions that follow.

SHARKS

by Sandy Capel

        What comes to mind when you think about sharks? Is it fear, excitement, or wonder? Many people are 

afraid of sharks and believe that they are vicious creatures. These feelings are usually based on what people 

have heard and not on what they actually know. The truth is, people might change their minds about sharks if 

they just learned a little more about them.

        Sharks have been around for millions of years. In fact, they were swimming in the oceans before 

dinosaurs even took their first step. Sharks are classified as fish, and like most fish, sharks live in water and 

breathe through gills. However, sharks are not ordinary fish. The skeleton of a shark is made of cartilage, not 

bones like other fishes. Sharks have upper and lower eyelids like humans while other fish have no eyelids at 

all. Sharks have rough skin; many bony fishes have smooth scales. Most fish can float when they are 

swimming because they have a swim bladder. This swim bladder can fill up with gas which helps fish float. 

Sharks don't have a swim bladder so they sink to the bottom of the ocean when they stop swimming.

        Sharks use their keen senses of hearing, sight, smell, and touch to find their prey. Once a shark hears a 

sound, it uses its ears to find out the direction the sound is coming from and then swims toward it. Scientists 

have observed some sharks that are able to hear their prey 3,000 feet away. That is similar to you hearing 

your parents call you from ten football fields away.

        Sharks' eyes are very sensitive to light. They help sharks see through murky water. Sharks also have a 

strong sense of smell. Some sharks can smell one part of blood in 1 million parts of seawater. No wonder 

sharks have been called swimming noses!

        A shark's sense of touch is different than other fishes. Sharks have lateral line organs, a series of small 

holes on the sides of their bodies that are sensitive to small movements in the water. When another fish 

moves in the water, a shark can immediately find the fish even if it can't see it. Some sharks also have tiny 

holes in their faces called electroreceptor organs. These help the shark to detect small electrical signals given 

off by other sea animals. This electrical sensitivity helps sharks find prey hidden in the sand, but it also 

sometimes confuses sharks into attacking boats. Because some boats are made of metal, they produce 

electrical impulses when they come into contact with the salt water. Sharks sense these electrical impulses 

coming from the boat and think that the boat is prey.

        Sharks' prey range from plankton (a mass of tiny animals and plants) to other sharks. Different species 

of sharks favor certain foods more than others. Tiger sharks are often called "the wastebasket" of the sea. 

They eat fish, squid, sea turtles, seals, seabirds, license plates, and even car tires. Dogfish sharks eat lobsters, 

crabs, and other mollusks from the sea. Hammerhead sharks are known for eating stingrays.

        When most people think about sharks, they think about their teeth and jaws. Sharks do have powerful 

jaws and sharp teeth. However, they don't use their jaws as much as most people think. After a large shark 

eats well, it may go for a month or more before it eats again. The three-largest sharks hardly bite anything. 

They sift small animals out of the water. The largest shark is the Great Whale Shark, and it eats animals 

smaller than your fingernails.

        Shark attacks are another common association people have with sharks. From 1580 to 2005 (the past 

425 years), there have been 2,085 unprovoked shark attacks in the world. Out of those attacks, 468 people 
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have been killed. From 1990 to 2005, the United States has reported 525 shark attacks. Only twelve people 

were killed as a result of those attacks. Let's look at these numbers compared to other incidents in the United 

States.

        Fifty thousand people a year die in car accidents in the United States. Over 10,000 people from 1990 to 

2005 have died in bicycle-related accidents. More people die each year from bee stings, dog bites, and 

vehicle collisions involving deer than from shark bites.

        In fact, people kill over a million sharks a year. Over the past centuries, sharks have been killed for 

food, fertilizer, and to make leather. Their teeth have been used for arrowheads and other weapons. Their 

skin has even been used like sandpaper to smooth and polish objects. So, who is the greater predator: sharks 

or humans?

        As with any place, people must take safety precautions when in the ocean. If you are in an area where 

you know sharks have been reported, stay out! If you cannot see under the water, stay out of it. You never 

know what could be lurking below the surface. If you have a cut and are bleeding, do not go into the water. 

Also, do not swim in areas where you know that sharks are feeding.

        Although sharks have mistaken some humans for food, remember, humans are not shark prey. Sharks 

are not swimming through the oceans searching for humans to eat. Out of the 350 known species of sharks, 

only four species have been involved in most of the unprovoked shark attacks on humans. These four species 

of sharks, along with movies like Jaws, have destroyed the reputation of the other 346 species of sharks. 

Although many sharks look large and intimidating, perhaps that old saying, "Never judge a book by its 

cover," should apply to sharks too.
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Which country or continent has more shark attacks than Europe but less shark attacks than Middle America?

A New Zealand

B Bahamas

C Asia

D South America

1

According to this passage, why do sharks attack some boats?

A Sharks don't like the sound coming from the boats' motor.

B Sharks think those boats have prey on them.

C Sharks can smell one part of blood on boats.

D Sharks sense the electrical signals coming from the boat.

2
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A student researching sharks in the library made the following note card about sharks' diet. Based on the note 

card and what you read in the passage, what can you infer about dogfish sharks?

Sharks' Diet

Sharks all are carnivores (meat eaters) but eat differently:

* Some are fast predators that eat fish, squid, other sharks, and marine mammals.

* Some are slow swimmers that crush and eat shellfish (crabs and clams) from the ocean floor.

* Others are filter feeders that sieve small bits of plankton and small animals from the water as they swim 

with open mouths. They eat large amounts of these tiny animals and plants.

A Dogfish sharks are filter feeders.

B Dogfish sharks are fast predators.

C Dogfish sharks eat small bits of animals.

D Dogfish sharks are slow swimmers.

3

What are the first six paragraphs of the passage mostly about?

A what sharks like to eat

B how many shark attacks occur in the world annually

C how sharks swim and sense the world around them

D why sharks are dangerous

4
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Directions: Please read the passage "The Chicago Blues" carefully. Then answer the questions that follow.

THE CHICAGO BLUES

by Cassie Howard

         Ever had a day when nothing went your way? 

Did it make you want to sing? Maybe not, but some 

people like to express their sadness in just that way. 

They catalog all the bad parts of their day or life in 

a mournful song and call it "the Blues."

         The Blues is a uniquely American form of 

music, but nobody knows exactly how or where the 

Blues originated. Many people claim it started in 

the state of Mississippi. What we do know for sure 

is that it emerged in the early twentieth century 

from African American communities. Today, many 

of our modern musical styles from Rap to Country 

to Rock and Roll claim the Blues as an important 

influence.

         Though the Blues might have originated in the South, it also flourished in the North when 

industrialization encouraged many African Americans to migrate northward for jobs. Many went from 

Mississippi to Chicago looking for work, and they took the Blues with them.

         In the South, Blues music usually consists of a harmonica and a guitar. In Chicago, musicians 

might use an electric guitar, drums, piano, or even a saxophone. This gives their music a more 

complex sound. No matter the instruments or style, most Blues songs make you want to tap your feet. 

Some songs might even make you want to dance. The next time you're having a bad day, think about 

the Blues and how you can turn a bad experience into a musical art form.
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According to the map below, how did the Blues musicians most likely travel from Mississippi to Chicago?

A on a bus

B by car

C up the Mississippi River

D by train

5
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What can be inferred from the information contained in the chart below?

A All Blues musicians are born in Mississippi.

B Chicago Blues musicians use more instruments.

C Many Blues musicians probably changed their given names.

D Mississippi and Illinois are far apart.

6

What is the genre of this passage?

A fable

B story

C nonfiction

D biography

7

Where else might someone look for more information on this topic?

A an encyclopedia entry about Chicago

B a book about American music

C a book about industrialization

D an encyclopedia entry about slavery

8
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What tone does the author set in the first paragraph?

A serious

B humorous

C mournful

D casual

9

Read this sentence from the passage.

They catalog all the bad parts of their day or life in a mournful song and call it "the Blues."

What does the word mournful mean?

A cheerful

B colorful

C sad

D slow

10

Directions: Read the passage "Making a Dirt House." Then answer the questions that follow.

MAKING A DIRT HOUSE

By Ardath Hunt

Reprinted with permission from Highlights for Children, Inc.

        How would you like to live in a house made from dirt? Half of the people in the world do. In the 

dry southwestern United States people learned that adobe, a sun-dried mixture of mud and straw, can 

be just about perfect for building houses. It is not expensive, can last hundreds of years, and keeps 

inside temperatures pleasant even when outside temperatures seesaw from hot to cold.

        Why don't adobe houses crumble as the castles you build in the sand do? If you have ever made a 

mud ball and let it dry in the sun, you already know that dirt can be molded and then baked into a very 

hard, rocklike material.

Historic Adobe Houses

        Prehistoric Pueblos, known as the cliff dwellers, built their great apartments of stones held 

together by adobe mortar. Later Pueblos and their Navajo neighbors built complete houses with adobe. 

In those days the whole family usually worked together to make the house, using the dirt right on the 

spot. After raking away the top layer of weeds, sticks, and so on, they dug out the top few inches of 

dirt and mixed it with water. The best adobe was made by mixing sand, clay, water, and straw.
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        Often the women and children stomped the muddy mixture with their bare feet to mix it 

thoroughly. Sometimes horses or mules were walked around and around, mixing the adobe. This 

mixing was hard work, but it must also have been fun to feel the mud squishing between your toes.

        The adobe mixture was packed into molds or frames like shallow boxes without bottoms. After 

drying in the sun, these became bricks. It took about 1,000 bricks to make a one-room house.

        The adobe bricks were laid flat, making walls at least sixteen inches thick. More often, two rows 

of adobes were laid side by side to make walls that were twice as thick. Such thickness gave walls the 

strength to support upper stories and a roof. It also insulated because the daytime heat and nighttime 

cold came inside only very gradually.

Try Your Own

        Today adobe houses are still being built in the Southwest, where they are prized for earth-colored 

beauty, long life, and insulation.

        Although building methods have changed little since those early days, asphalt is now added to the 

adobe mixture. This makes the bricks more water resistant. Steel rods often help the straw in its job of 

strengthening the walls.

        You can learn more about adobe by making some yourself. Build a model building to start or, if 

you're more ambitious, a clubhouse. Don't expect your building to be perfect at first. Remember, you're 

learning what Pueblo architects learned over thousands of years!

        From: Highlights, Vol. 36, Number 2, Issue No. 365 (Feb. 1981): Pgs. 24-25.

Based on the following list and the information contained in the passage, where might you find buildings 

made of adobe?

A North Africa

B Middle United States

C Southwestern Africa

D Andes region of Australia

11
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If you were back in the days of the Prehistoric Pueblos, in which of the following states would you probably 

not find adobe being used?

A New Mexico

B Arizona

C Texas

D Washington

12
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Based upon the information in the passage, which of the following statements is factually correct?

A The women and children like to feel the mud squishing between their toes.

B An adobe mixture of mud and straw is almost perfect for building houses.

C Adobe houses are still being built in the southwestern United States.

D Prehistoric Pueblos built great apartments of stone held together by adobe.

13

What was the result of the two rows of adobes, laid side by side?

A An upper story was created.

B A clubhouse was created.

C Walls were at least 32 inches.

D A roof was made 16 inches long.

14

Read this sentence from the passage.

The adobe mixture was packed into molds or frames like shallow boxes without bottoms.

What does the word shallow mean in this sentence?

A insincere

B lacking physical depth

C lacking depth in intellect

D weak

15

What is the "Historic Adobe House" section mostly about?

A how adobe is made, mixed, and used to make homes

B how long it takes adobe to dry and how it's inexpensive

C how the Pueblos and Navajos lived in adobe homes

D how it feels to live in and make a dirt house

16
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DIRECTIONS FOR MARKING ANSWER SHEET
Use a #2 pencil only.

Do NOT use ink or ballpoint pens.

Make heavy black marks that fill the ovals completely.

Erase clearly any answer you wish to change.

Make no stray marks on the answer sheet.

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 A B C D

9 A B C D

10 A B C D

11 A B C D

12 A B C D

13 A B C D

14 A B C D

15 A B C D

16 A B C D


