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Directions: Please read the passage "The Presidential Library System" carefully and answer the questions that 

follow.

THE PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY SYSTEM

by Laura Mark Stephens

         Presidential Libraries are not libraries in the usual sense. A 

visitor doesn't check out books or documents to use at home. They 

are more like museums, bringing together in one place the 

documents and artifacts of a president and his administration.

          During his second term in office, President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt was concerned about all the papers in his office. In the 

past, many presidential papers and records had been lost, 

destroyed, or sold for profit. President Roosevelt sought a better 

alternative. On the advice of noted historians and scholars, he 

created a place where his records could be preserved for future 

generations.

          Beginning a tradition that continues to this day, Roosevelt 

raised private funds to build his new facility. He then turned it over 

to the United States government for operation through the National Archives. Today, visitors can 

journey back in time to the Roosevelt Administration at his library in Hyde Park, New York.

         In 1955, Congress passed the Presidential Libraries Act. Once a president raises the money to 

create a library, the National Archives must run it thereafter. Presidential libraries belong to the 

American people. Through archives and educational programs, presidential libraries continue to 

preserve the history of our presidents, helping us to learn about our nation and our democracy.

What is the genre of this passage?

A biography

B historical literature

C nonfiction

D realistic fiction
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Which of the following best summarizes this passage?

A Franklin D. Roosevelt's concerns about preserving presidential documents began the tradition of U.S. 

presidents raising money to create presidential libraries.

B In 1955, Franklin D. Roosevelt passed the Presidential Libraries Act, which requires the American people 

to fund libraries that archive presidential papers and records.

C To preserve the history of our presidents, Franklin D. Roosevelt created the United States' Presidents' 

Museum in Hyde Park, New York.

D Franklin D. Roosevelt believes that all Americans have the right to view and read any document a United 

States president records during an administration.
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Directions: Please read the passage "A Short Biography of Gwendolyn Brooks" carefully and answer the questions 

that follow.

A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF GWENDOLYN BROOKS

by Mona Gedney

         Gwendolyn Brooks was one of the most notable American poets of the twentieth century. She 

was born in Topeka, Kansas, in 1917, but her family moved to Chicago, Illinois, soon after her birth. 

Though she lived briefly in other parts of the country, Chicago would be her home for the rest of her 

life.

         In 1930, she published her first poem when she was just thirteen years old; it was the first of 

many to appear in magazines and newspapers. Her first book of poetry, "A Street in Bronzeville," was 

published in 1945 when she was twenty-eight. In 1950, at the relatively young age of thirty three, 

Brooks became the first African American to receive a Pulitzer Prize. The prestigious award was 

presented for a book of her poetry, "Annie Allen." Throughout her career, her work was recognized 

with countless other awards including being named the Poet Laureate of Illinois and serving in that 

capacity from 1968 until her death in 2000.

         Gwendolyn Brooks was a strong advocate of the power of the written word. She taught and 

lectured at a wide variety of schools and universities, encouraging students of all ages to write. She 

attributed some of her own growth as a writer to young black poets she met, who influenced her view 

of the world. She shared that view in her unique, carefully crafted poetry.

Which type of writing is this passage?

A descriptive

B expository

C narrative

D persuasive

3



Common Assessment 7th grade Feb 10

©1999-2010 Progress Testing Page 3

What is the genre of this passage?

A folktale

B autobiography

C legend

D nonfiction
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In the word countless, what does the suffix -less mean?

A order

B without

C female

D resembling

5

In the sentence below, what do the use of the words carefully crafted show about the attitude of Brooks 

toward her poetry?

She shared that view in her unique, carefully crafted poetry.

A arrogance

B humor

C uncertainty

D respect

6

Which point is most likely to be included in a summary of the passage?

A serving as Poet Laureate of Illinois

B her age when her first poem was published

C the title of her first published book

D her oral presentations
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The word published most likely comes from words that mean

A to be sacred.

B to fall asleep.

C to make public.

D to be at rest.
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Directions: Please read "How to Babysit Successfully" carefully and answer the questions that follow.

HOW TO BABYSIT SUCCESSFULLY

by Mona Gedney

         Babysitting is often dismissed as a job for teenagers, a simple task that anyone can perform. 

Some teens, on the other hand, avoid babysitting jobs because they are afraid of the responsibility. The 

truth is that babysitting is not simple; however, if you are interested, you can learn how to care for 

children successfully.

         First, you should know the parents' household rules. Find out what time the children should go to 

bed and whether they have rules for watching television or using the computer. Ask if the children are 

allowed to have guests while their parents are away. If you will be there during a mealtime, inquire 

whether you are expected to prepare it. If the children are preschoolers, find out what their bedtime 

ritual is and follow it faithfully.

         Next, be absolutely reliable; arrive on time and be certain that you have the parents' cell phone 

numbers and know their destination. While you are there, give the children your complete attention. 

Don't spend time on the phone with your friends or your homework until after the children are in bed. 

Talk to the children, play games with them, help them with their homework. Satisfy both the children 

and the parents, and you will have many additional babysitting jobs. Your reputation will grow in your 

community and you can command a good wage for your efforts. You must be a responsible person to 

be a babysitter, but the monetary rewards are worth it.

What is the genre of this passage?

A nonfiction

B legend

C folktale

D biography
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Which point would most likely be omitted from a summary of the passage?

A Babysitting is considered a teachable topic.

B Babysitters should know the rules for watching TV.

C Babysitting is considered a job for teens.

D Babysitters should know children's bedtimes.
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Which point is most likely to be included in a summary of the passage?

A whether teens should be babysitters

B how much to charge for babysitting

C why children should use computers

D how teens can be reliable

11

In the word television, what does the prefix tele most likely mean?

A far off

B talkative

C nearby

D broadcast

12

Read this sentence from the passage.

Babysitting is often dismissed as a job for teenagers, a simple task that anyone can perform.

In this sentence, what attitude does the use of the word dismissed show?

A a need for guidance

B a desire for importance

C a lack of respect

D a feeling of fear
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Directions: Read the letter. Then answer the questions that follow.

Dear Carolina,

         I'm having a wonderful time here at the National Council of Teachers of Science conference. I 

haven't learned this much since we were in college together! Have you ever heard of the coelacanth? 

The pronunciation is "see-la-kanth." It looks bizarre, like the monster in the film The Creature From 

the Black Lagoon. It has huge eyes, enormous scales, a long sloping mouth, and a peculiar tail. The 

exhibit I saw called it a "tri-lobed tail." I'm already working on a lesson about the coelacanth for my 

seventh grade classes. When I finish the lesson, you can probably adapt it for your third grade students. 

I'm sure they'll get a kick out of it, if they aren't too scared by the fish's appearance!

         What's interesting about the coelacanth is that even though it looks like a fish and acts like a fish, 

it is a very close relative to reptiles and mammals. This is because the coelacanth was around when 

fish began evolving into air-breathing reptiles about 350 million years ago. It's a very close cousin of 

the species of fish that first survived on dry land. Because it hasn't changed over the millennia, it 

provides a huge piece in the evolutionary puzzle.

         People thought that the coelacanth became extinct about 60 million years ago. Then in 1938, a 

coelacanth was netted in the Indian Ocean. A museum curator saw it in the fishermen's nets and called 

her friend who was an expert on fish. He couldn't believe what she had found. The scientific 

community offered rewards for more specimens of the coelacanth, but another wasn't caught and 

turned in until 1952, near the Comoros Islands. Islanders in this area said that they were catching 

coelacanths in their nets all the time.

         The biologists who first saw the coelacanth called it a "living fossil." Imagine a dinosaur walking 

out of the woods and saying "hello." That was the experience scientists had discovering that 

coelacanths were still alive. I think that the coelacanth is the most significant biological find of the 

twentieth century! Of course, prehistoric creatures have fascinated me since I was a schoolgirl.

         I always get excited thinking about what to teach to my students when I attend a conference. This 

year's conference has been especially interesting, and I can't wait to get home and get to work on new 

lessons. You would think that after twenty years of teaching I'd grow tired of it. I guess I'm like the 

coelacanth; I never give up!

Yours truly,

Amanda
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A student has taken the following notes about the coelacanth. What is the main heading that should be placed 

in the empty space?

A found in Indian Ocean

B has huge eyes and scales

C reasons for its importance

D details of appearance
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Read this sentence from the article.

The exhibit I saw called it a "tri-lobed tail."

The prefix tri- indicates that the coelacanth has a tail with

A three segments.

B pairs of segments.

C too many segments.

D five segments.
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DIRECTIONS FOR MARKING ANSWER SHEET
Use a #2 pencil only.

Do NOT use ink or ballpoint pens.

Make heavy black marks that fill the ovals completely.

Erase clearly any answer you wish to change.

Make no stray marks on the answer sheet.

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 A B C D

9 A B C D

10 A B C D

11 A B C D

12 A B C D

13 A B C D

14 A B C D

15 A B C D


